
By the Gaslight

No,

You’re not going to die.

I’m not going out there to see a problem that isn’t there.

Your eyes are playing tricks on you, jesters with the light.

There’s no dying, there's no clearcutting, there’s no burning.

There’s not another degree to the atmosphere’s 
           life-set thermostat.

There’s not thirst drying out your throat, waking you in the 
middle of the night to beg the stars for their tears.

There’s no ice melting like the perfect cubes 
        in your lemonade glass.

There’s no landslides, there’s no sinkholes, the ground isn’t 
      cracking apart to scream.

There’s no wildfires licking up the forests to feed their ever 
hungry red-orange hues.

You’re just lying to yourself.

There’s nothing there.

I don’t know why you’re so persistent that something’s wrong.

Nothing has been better, we’ve never been better, 

         isn’t that all that matters?

You’re seeing ghosts of horror stories that were never told, 
made up in your crooked imagination.

You’re delusional. You’re lost. There’s nothing there.

The earth has always been bare.
— Alys Traylor

Chapel Hill, NC
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